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Well, the long, hot, and 
humid days of Summer in 
Northeast Florida are com-
ing to a close.  You know 
what that means:  Walking 
Season is nearly here!  
We’ll begin the new sea-
son with the Jax/San 
Marco walk on September 
12.  Remember that we’ll 
be starting at 8:00 am dur-
ing daylight saving time 
hours in order to catch a 
little cooler start time. 
               
We’ll be walking our 
YRE’s between now and 
the end of the year.  Most 
of them haven’t been 
scheduled for a year, so 
plan to join us and refresh 
your walking experiences 
on some of Northeast 
Florida’s most beautiful 
trails.  There is one major 
exception to the YRE’s 
scheduled this Fall.  We’ll 
be returning to Jekyll Is-
land on November 6, 7, 
and 8. The Jekyll Island 
Weekend will include four 
Group Walks:  a Friday 
afternoon walk, two Satur-
day walks (AM and PM), 
and a Sunday morning 
walk.  There are three 
walk routes available;  the 
Historic Walk, the Bike 
Path Walk, and the Beach 
Walk with the Bike Path 
and Beach Walks being 
variants of the same walk 
with the first half of one 
going along the beach and 
the other along a bike trail.  
So if you plan to do all 

(Continued on page 2) 
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       On September 12 we’ll gather 
at 7:45 AM at the Omni Hotel to 
sign in for the San Marco walk. 
We’ll walk at 8 AM to avoid the 
heat. This walk will take you over 
one of Jacksonville’s beautiful 
bridges and take will return you on 
a different one. You will go 
through San Marco, one of Jack-
sonville’s older exclusive 
neighborhoods with beautiful wa-
terfront homes. You will pass the 
famous Treaty Oak and a statue of 
Andrew Jackson. There are many 
shops and restaurants available on 
this walk. The event qualifies for 
the RiverWalk America and the 
Railroad Heritage walking pro-
grams. 
Directions: Omni Hotel, 245 Wa-
ter St. From I-95 NORTHBOUND 
take exit 352B (Forsyth St.) Go 
about .9 mile to Pearl St. Turn 
right. Go two blocks to Water St. 
Turn left. Hotel on left.  
From I-95 SOUTHBOUND take 
left lane exit 353B (West Union 
St.) Go left toward Riverfront/
Sports Complex. Go about .6 mile 
to Pearl St. Turn right. Go 9 
blocks to Water St. Turn left. Ho-
tel is on left. Metered parking is 
free on weekends 

      Mark your calendars 
for this great walk on Sep-
tember 26. We’ll meet at 
7:45 AM to register for the 
8:00 AM club walk at the 
Timucuan Preserve at Fort 
Caroline National Memorial 
Visitors Center.  
      Fort Caroline memori-
alizes the short-lived 
French presence in six-
teenth century Florida. Here 
you will find stories of ex-
ploration, survival, religious 
disputes, territorial battles, 
and first contact between 
American Indians and 
Europeans. Located at Fort 
Caroline National Memo-
rial, the Timucuan Preserve 
visitor center hosts the ex-
hibit “Where the Waters 
Meet”.   The exhibit show-

(Continued on page 2) 
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       This newsletter can be mailed 
to you if you wish. Simply let 
Sharon Scott know. 

Jagscott500@aol.com or 
904-268-0315 

      Our next fun walk will 
be September 18 for a walk 
through the St. Nicholas 
area. We will meet at the 
Mudville Grill and begin the 
walk at 6 PM. We will have 
dinner at the Mudville Grill 
following the walk. The 
Mudville Grill is located at 
the intersection of Atlantic 
and Beach Blvds. In the St. 
Nicholas area. The address 
is 3105 Beach Blvd. 
      Hope to see you there! 

Kristin Raasch 
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four Group Walks, then one of them 
will be a duplicate, but you can still 
earn distance credit.  I would like to 
have two volunteers to help set up this 
walk:  one to make the motel arrange-
ments and one to plan and reserve our 
dining arrangements.  Please call me at 
(904) 704-8402 or e-mail me at harold-
weber@bellsouth.net if you are inter-
ested in volunteering.  I will be sending 
out updates on this event via Kristin’s 
weekly broadcast messages, but please 
reserve November 6, 7, & 8 and plan to 
join us for a wonderful weekend of fun, 
friendship, and walking on one of the 
area’s most beautiful barrier islands. 
 
Now for a word on Fun Walks.  We had 
thirteen walkers attend Kristin Raasch’s 
Ortega Fun Walk on August 16.  We 
got an unusual break in the August heat 

and had a pleasant evening temperature 
for our walk followed by a good time 
and good food at Harpoon Louie’s.  By 
the way, we seem to be regularly aver-
aging 10 to 13 walkers per Fun Walk, 
which is a nice size group, especially 
when you’re scheduling a restaurant:  
not too big and not too small.  If you 
would like to host a fun walk in the 
near future, please let me know and 
we’ll get it on the schedule.  I’d like to 
continue to do at least one per month, 
so don’t be shy, pick up the phone and 
call me.  We’ve had a very good turn 
out for this program so far with broad 
based participation and events from 
every corner of our area.  Many thanks 
to those who have set up Fun Walks for 
us. 
 
Take care and see you on the trails, 

Harold Weber  

EVENTS 
Diana Sherrill                         10 
Harold Weber                       100 
Marie Weber                        100 
 
DISTANCE 
Harold Weber                     1000 KM 
Marie Weber                      1000 
Mark Merwarth                  7000 
Gloria Merwarth                 7000 
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Events                              1st          2nd 
Riverwalk                           4          14 
San Marco                           1            9 
Fernandina                        13          11 
Riverside                             8          24 
Atlantic Beach                  11          10 
Fort Caroline                     45            3 
Neptune Beach                  10          10 
Gainesville                        11            5 
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Sat. Sept. 12    8AM               Jax/San Marco 
Sat. Sept.  26   8AM               Ft. Caroline 
Sat. Oct. 10     9AM               Gainesville  
Sat. Oct. 24     8AM               Atlantic Beach 
Sat. Nov. 6,7,8            TBA    Jekyll Island Weekend 4 walks 
Sat. Nov. 21    9AM               Jax/Riverwalk 
Sat. Dec. 5      9AM               Fernandina Beach 
Sat. Dec. 19    9AM               St. Augustine 

 
2010 

Sat. Jan. 9       9AM               Olde Ortega  
Sat. Jan. 23     9AM               Ft. George Island 
Sat. Feb. 6       9AM               UNF 
Sat. Feb. 20     9AM               Orange Park 
Sat. Mar. 6      9AM               Ravine Gardens / Palatka 
Sat. Mar. 20    8AM               Jax/Riverside 
Sat. Apr. 3      8AM               American Beach  
Sat. Apr. 17    9AM               St. Mary’s Georgia  
Sat. May 1      8AM               Jax/Springfield 
Sat. May 15    8AM               Neptune Beach 
Sat. May 29    8AM               Jax/Avondale (new walk) 
 
June through August:             Restaurant/Fun Walks only  
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cases the richness of the environment in 
northeast Florida and how humans have 
interacted with this environment for thou-
sands of years.  
Directions:  Timucuan Visitors Center, 12713 
Fort Caroline Rd. SOUTHBOUND on I-95, 
exit at Florida Rt. 9A (Exit #362). Rt. 9A 
crosses the St. Johns River via the Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward Bridge at Dames Point. 
Exit at Monument Road, follow the brown 
signs to the left, and travel to Fort Caroline 
Rd. Turn right and follow Ft. Caroline Rd as it 
curves to the left at the bottom of the hill. The 
entrance to Ft. Caroline is ahead on your left.  
NORTHBOUND: From I-95 take Exit 337. 
Follow 9A to Monument Rd. Follow the 
brown signs to the right, and travel to Ft. Caro-
line Rd. Turn right and follow Ft. Caroline Rd 
as it curves to the left at the bottom of the hill. 
The entrance to Ft. Caroline is ahead on your 
left. 
        Hope to see you there! 
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       For the past 20 years 3 clubs have 
been joining together to plan a week-
end of walking fun. This year it will be 
held in Orlando on November 13-15. 
There will be four 5 & 10K walks 
sponsored by Happy Wanderers, Mid-
Florida Milers and Suncoast Sandpi-
pers. There will also be an art auction, 
and a fun dinner. Registration, stamp-
ing of IVV books, and collection of 
maps/directions for all walks can be 
done at walk headquarters, Holiday Inn 
Express, Lake Buena Vista. Hotel res-
ervations can be made for the discount 
rate of $72 plus tax. Just say you’re 
with “Walk Around Florida” for the 
group rate. 
 
November 13 Walk the ever popular 
Celebration YRE late afternoon fol-
lowed by an optional dinner of your 
choice in Celebration. 
 
November 14 Walk Kelly Park, home 
of Rock Springs, a popular tubing 
place in clear, cool water followed by 
available lunch  from 11 am-1 pm. 
 
Walkers move on for the afternoon 
walk in Winter Garden’s Garden sta-
tion on the West Orange Rails to Trails 
and walk into and through a renewed 
Winter Garden Museum, Church, and 
RR programs. 
       The Sandpipers will host an art 
auction & cocktail party before the din-
ner 5:30-6:30 pm at the hotel. Dinner 
at Black Angus restaurant: 6:30 PM 
 
November 15 This walk starts at the 
hotel at 9 am and passes the original 
hotels for Disney, continues through 
the well-landscaped timeshare condos, 
goes into the Treehouse condos and 
past an award winning golf course be-
fore entering the Festival of the Mas-
ters area on Disney West Side. Con-
tinue through Pleasure Island and head 
into Downtown Disney. 
       Sounds like a lot of fun. For more 
information go to Mid-Florida Milers 
website 
Www.midfloridamilers.gov  or 
Letz@earthlink.net  to request a  
Brochure 

       Well, we did! When Mark and I at-
tended the 16th Biennial AVA Convention 
in Richardson, TX we walked in the Stock-
yards of Ft. Worth and there, to our amaze-
ment, we saw the Long Horn Cattle, pic-
tured above as they were driven down the 
street to pasture by the local cowboys. It 
was memorable! 
        We also enjoyed walks in downtown 
and uptown Dallas as well as the work-
shops and meetings at the convention cen-
ter. The downtown walk took us pas the 
site of the JFK Assassination. 
         
 
 
 
 
 
        We even made it to the Texas Barbe-
cue Buffet held at Eddie Deen’s Ranch 
House in downtown Dallas. The armadillo 
is the Texas state animal so we were 
treated to an armadillo race. We also en-
joyed the Friday night banquet at the Ren-
aissance Hotel where the Convention took 
place. 

        Riding the DART (Rail Transit) was a 
great way to get from place to place for the 
walks and activities. We had never been to 
a convention that used local rapid transit 
by rail to get to the events. And the event 
directions proved to be our start cards. It 
was an honor for me to be the Trail Forg-
ers Delegate. The Texas Folks put a lot of 
work together to put on this wonderful 
convention. 

Gloria Merwarth 
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9/5 Winter Park Village 
Mid-Florida Milers 
 
9/19 UCF Orlando—Applebees 
Mid-Fl Milers 
 
9/20 Daytona Beach City Island 
Happy Wanderers 
 
10/4 Marriott, Cocoa Beach 
Happy Wanderers 
 
10 11 YMCA Port Orange 
Happy Wanderers 
 
10/24 Dade City 
Suncoast Sandpipers 
 
11/13-15 Walk Around Florida XX 
Orlando (See Article) 
 
Event Codes W=Regular Event, NW=Night 
Walk, GW=Guided Walk, GNW=Guided Night 
Walk 
 
Club Contacts 
Happy Wanderers 
386-788-4026 
Marvst717@cfl.rr.com 
 
Nature Coast Volkssport Biking & Hiking Club—
Inverness 
Otherkseid@hotmail.com 
 
Mid-Florida Milers 
407-695-9181 
Mlanpher@cfl.rr.com 
 
Suncoast Sandpipers 
727-595-2173 
Pipers@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Meandering Manatees 
239-368-1673 
Bevmneill@aol.com 
 
Panama City Volksmarchers 
850-525-2844 
Emeraldcoastvsc@yahoo.com 
 
Pensacola Volksmarch Club 
850-457-2763 
Beaver2153@bellsouth.net 
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      Plan now to meet us at the VA Hos-
pital picnic pavilion in Gainesville on 
October 10 at 8:45 AM to register for 
the club walk to start at 9 AM. We’ll 
walk around the beautiful University of 
Florida campus, home of the Florida 
Gators. The University is the oldest in 
the state of Florida. The northeast quad-

rant of the campus is on the Register of 
Historic Places. 
Directions: From I-75 take exit 384 east 
onto FL 24 (Archer Rd.) Stay on Archer 
RD. to the VA Hospital on the right. 
Park in visitor’s parking lot off of SW 
16th Ave. Lot is accessible from Archer 
Rd. Meet at the hospital picnic pavilion. 

       We had 12 walkers and 13 at dinner 
for our 3 mile walk through Avondale 
before dinner at Harpoon Louie’s. The 
weather was surprisingly pleasant with 
the heat and humidity not too bad and a 
nice breeze. There are many shade trees 
along the route which keeps things a little 
cooler. Most of what we walked will be 
included in a 10k event we are planning 
for next year. 

Kristin Raasch 
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       On October 24 we will meet at 
Shelby’s Coffee Shoppe, 200 First St. 
Neptune Beach at 7:45 AM to register for 
the 8 AM club walk. This walk goes 
through charming residential areas of At-
lantic Beach, 5K walkers will then move 
on to the beach for the rest of the walk. 
Before moving onto the beach, the 10K 
will go through the Selva Marina area of 
Atlantic Beach. This area is a delightful 
change of pace from much of coastal Fl. 

There are hills and massive old trees. 
Directions: From the SOUTH take I-95 
north to J. Turner Butler Blvd. SR202. 
Proceed east (right) on Butler to Kernan 
Blvd. Go north (left) on Kernan to Atlan-
tic Blvd. SR 10. Turn right on Atlantic 
Blvd. Go approx… 5.6 miles. Free park-
ing spaces along 1st St. and several other 
streets in the general area. 
From the NORTH Take I-95 south to 
State Rd. 9A to the Atlantic Blvd. SR 10 

exit. Go east (left) for approx. 9 miles 
Free parking is available in diagonal park-
ing spaces along 1st. Street. 
 


